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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

On line 20 of claim 4, "said second three-way ball valve" lacks antecedent basis. 
It is suggested that "said second three-way ball valve" be changed to -said second 
three-way valve-. 

On line 28 of claim 5, "said coupling meansMacks antecedent basis. It is 
suggested that "said coupling means" be changed to -said coupling-. 

On line 32 of claim 5, "said first and second ball valves" lacks antecedent basis. It 
is suggested that "said first and second ball valves" be changed to -said first and 
second valves-. 

On line 33 of claim 5, "the first and second ball valves" lacks antecedent basis. It 
is suggested that "the first and second ball valves" be changed to -the first and second 
valves-. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.175(b)(1), a supplemental reissue oath/declaration 
under 37 CFR 1.175(b)(1) must be received before this reissue application can be 
allowed (see M.P.E.P. 1444). 
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Claims 1 and 4-6 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue 
declaration under 35 U.S.C. 251. See 37 CFR 1.175. The nature of the defect is set 
forth above. 

Receipt of an appropriate supplemental oath/declaration under 37 CFR 

1 .175(b)(1 ) will overcome this rejection under 35 U.S.C. 251 . An example of acceptable 

language to be used in the supplemental oath/declaration is as follows: 

"Every error in the patent which was corrected in the present reissue application, 
and is not covered by a prior oath/declaration submitted in this application, arose 
without any deceptive intention on the part of the applicant." 

It is noted that the supplemental declaration should be signed by an officer of 

Mueller Steam Specialty Corporation to which the subject patent is assigned (see 

M.P.E.P. 324). 

The following corrections to the claims must be made to ensure that all of the 
original text of the original claims is present: 

On line 22 of claim 4 "[and]" should be deleted; 

On line 23 of claim 4, " said " should be changed to said-; 

On line 20 of claim 5, "[, and]" should be changed to -[and]-; 

On line 26 of cjaim 5, "housing]" should be changed to -housing,];-; 

On line 31 , "said first notch" should be changed to -[sad] said first notch-. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew 0. Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 
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